How | Take Photos of My Jewelry

Go from this to this!

This photo was taken outside on my daughter’s pitabdle on a sunny day in Florida.
The background is a piece of white paper taken fnemcomputer printer tray! There
still is a small amount of glare on the stone @e jasper) but | think the stone shows
up nicely. The bronze wire is true to color in fimeshed picture.

This is a small tutorial on how I, as an amateaketpictures of my jewelry for my
website. | have been told that the pictures aree@ood. When | started | had many
problems with refection and glare off of the spaugslstones and the sterling silver. |
didn’t know about a light defusing tent and | hateised one, yet. That will be my next
step to perfection. In the meantime | thought thabuld share what | have done so far.

For this tutorial 1 will place my jewelry piece @npiece of white paper or fabric. You
can use a black or colored background but | wouldagsmall piece of white paper up in
the corner of your background just as a referenmu will crop this out later in the
editing portion.

Before starting save a copy of your original phiotcase you accidentally save an edited
picture that you later are unhappy with. You clavegs go back to your original copy
and start over!

| use a Canon Power Shot SD110 camera. It's éymiple camera. Some cameras
have an automatic “White Adjustment” feature. Mdwes not. These are the settings |
use:

1. I turn off the flashso you have to have a good lighting source. Inug@tt lamp
or the great Florida sunshine! |try to have #rap light directly over the piece
to avoid sharp shadows. | shot the picture withdamera directly over the piece.
Now, I'm told that at this point the light defusibhgx would help a great deal in
cutting down on these shadows. | haven't tried launtel will probably do that in
the future.
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2. lturn on the macrgetting. This, on my camera, is represented flgweer icon.
| believe it is similar on other cameras. Thidiegtallows me to get up close to
my piece. | don’t use the zoom on the camerastllpring the camera in with my
shaky hands!

3. Speaking of shaky hands the next setting is rémlpful with that problem! | set
the timeron the camera. | set the time for 2 — 3 secotaydeThis allows me
some time to steady my hands after I've clickedstiatter! It really works if you
don’t have a tri-pod!

4. Take more than one picture of each object. Takeasy as 3 shots each at
different angles. You will pick the best of thenloh after editing and get rid of
the rest (unless you're a packrat like me!).

You need a decent photo editing program. | useéd3hop Elements. | would like to
have the Photoshop CS3 but it is prohibitive ic@so | make do with Elements and it
serves the purpose. | am in no way an expertisnpitogram but | can edit my photos
using it. I'll go through the steps that | use.

1. First open your program.
2. Click on File and then Open (or just click on tl@gen” icon).
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3. You will now import your image into the program lmgating where you have
stored your photo. You will highlight that pictuaed click on “Open”. This will
bring the unedited picture into your program so gan begin the fun part!

4. In your unedited picture will have a gray or instisase a blue background instead
of the white that it should be.
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3 Adobe Photoshop Elements

Fie Edit Image Enhance Layer Select: Filter View Window Help
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5. At the top menu go to “Enhance”, “Brightnessi@ast”, “Levels”. Click on
“Levels”

[ Adobe Photoshop Elements

File Edit Image Enhance Layer Select Fiter View Window Help
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5. In the “Levels” box you will see a graph with adkearrow at one end. Moving
this to the right will adjust the darkness. Youwadahis arrow to just where the
graph starts to elevate. At the other end is dendnirow. Moving this arrow to
the left will adjust the brightness. You moveoitwwhere the graph starts to
elevate. You will now see your photo is much legreind brighter. In this
particular instance no lighter adjustment is needed

6. Next you will use the eyedropper. An eyedroppél atiange the color on the
portion of the picture that is clicked on to thesided color. In this case it will
change the clicked area to either black, whiterey glepending on which dropper
is used. There are three eyedroppers. The otteedeft adjusts your picture to
black. The middle is grey and the one on the ritite most important one in our
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case is white). Click on the right eyedropper dreh click with that eyedropper
on the background in your photo. The lower corméithie picture are a little
darker than the upper corners. | clicked on tleelocorners. If you have a black
background, with that tiny white spot that | addg@u to put in when we
discussed jewelry placement on a background, ydichak on that white spot.
Doing this will immediately bring the white to aie white and all colors will

adjust to true colors. This is my favorite stefis like so fascinating to see those
colors come to life!
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If your picture needs further adjusting you can@the “Brightness/Contrast”
area and adjust from there. If you need furth@usiohg on the color you can go
to the “Color”, “Hue/Saturation” menu and adjugirfr there.
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8. Once you have yourp oto adjusted to how you V\tatntlbk you can then crop
it using the crop feature.
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(3] Adobe Photoshop Elements
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9. Once you have it cropped to your satisfacticmk ¢Save” under “File” or use the
little floppy disc icon in the tool bar. You wiiind your edited photo right where it

started. It may still look the same in your “MycRire” album but when you open it
the edited version will open.

I learned all this from fooling around with the gram on my own and asking some
guestions of people who know a lot more than Idus is by no means a
professional tutorial. There are probably manysvafydoing this process that are
better and easier but this is how I do it. | hdagelps you and makes your jewelry
photo experience more fun. So play away! Ydedirn by doing. These are just
some guidelines to get you to that point where yéeel confident in playing.

Other examples of before and after photos
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